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�� President’s Message: 
 

The year is coming to a close and I want to let you know how much I’ve 
appreciated your help this year.  Council constantly needs volunteers:  to run 
events, to assist with events, to keep the facility and grounds up, and to run 
the organization.  Thank you all for being there. 
Flower Show 
The Flower Show was reinstated as an event this year in July and many of you 
participated.  Thanks to Debi Harrington and her staff for making this 
successful.   It was a beautiful show. 
State Fair Flower Shows 
Mary Gilliam, Suzy Andrego, and a talented staff put on five standard flower 
shows and two youth shows.  We had about as many entries as last year which 
we consider a positive sign.  Many horticultural and design entries were 
provided by you and we thank all those who entered them as well as the 
volunteers. 
Harvest Fair 
This event was also reinstated this year with Debi Harrington as Chairperson.   
We were concerned about how successful it would be after standing out for 
two years, but we had excellent publicity and good traffic.  The workshops to 
make wreaths, swags, and arrangements were lots of fun, but we made more 
items than we could sell.  The expenses aren’t all in, but it looks like we very 
successful overall. 
Marie Torrens Memorial Dedication (October 13, 9am) 
The dedication of the beautiful container that the Committee selected will be 
held Thursday, October 13th at 9 am.  Stay for the Council Board of Directors 
Meeting following.  Marie donated much of her time, efforts, and money to 
the Garden Center.  This is a lovely way to honor her.  Please attend if you are 
able. 
Holiday Fair (December 2 & 3 from 9am-4pm) 
The Holiday Fair is on track with the seasoned team of volunteers running it 
again, led by Shirley Tetreault.  We look forward to having a great time 
volunteering and buying. 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon/Officer Installation (December 8, 
11am) 
If you volunteered for any event at the Garden Center this year, worked in the 
shop, helped maintain the landscape, or provided any support for Council, 
please attend the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon.  We want to say thank 
you in a more formal way.  We’ll also be installing our 2012 Officers – see 
the Council Slate of Officers later in this newsletter. Please RSVP to Laurie at 
the Office at 296-6020 so we can be sure to order enough food! 
 
I have enjoyed serving as Council President, but it’s time for new blood and 
ideas.  I know Vicki Frye will do a wonderful job.  Please give her your 
support. 
 
Margo Murdock , 2011 Council President 
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2012 Beginning Floral Design Course: 
 
SEVEN WEEK BASIC DESIGN CLASS ..... What are 
you doing Tuesday evenings from January 10 to February 
28?  Take this class and you will have something to do 
and learn about during the "off" season in our gardens.  
Everyone grows something.  Come learn what to do with 
all those branches, flowers, and even fruits and vegetables 
we grow.  See what you can do with a few things from 
your garden to brighten your home or a friends day! 
  
Sign up for the Seven Week Basic Design Class today!   
 

 
 
 
Council 2012 Slate of Officers: 
 

President:  Vicki Frye, Master Gardeners 
1st VP:  Mary Whigham, Master Gardeners 
2nd VP:  Maple Levine, Valley Gardeners 
Treasurer:  Marcia Finical, Xeric Garden Club 
 Recording Secretary:  Debi Harrington, Uptown GC 
 Corresponding Secretary:   Joan Higgs, Petal Pushers   
Director:  Margo Murdock, Daylily Society 
Director:  Ellen Reed, Uptown Garden Club 
Director:  CV Porter, Cactus & Succulent Society 

 Holiday Fair & Plant Sale: 
 

On December the 2nd and 3rd the members of the 
Albuquerque Garden Center will again host our Annual 
Holiday Fair.  This is a great weekend to kick in to the 
holiday spirit full swing.  The Council will have fresh 
wreaths and garland, poinsettias, Christmas cactus, and 
beautiful table centerpieces.  In addition, Uptown Garden 
Club will be selling food and there will be forty two 
crafters to help you with your shopping needs.  Mr. & 
Mrs. Santa drop by on Saturday morning and love taking 
pictures with everyone.   Master Gardeners, Plant 
Societies, Clubs, etc. all work together for this event to 
make it special for you.  Hope to see you from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:p.m. on the 2nd and 3rd of December. 
 
Shirley Tetreault 
Holiday Fair Chair   
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2011 NM State Fair Flower Shows Were A 

HUGE Success!  
 
Considering all the budget cuts this year, the state fair 
flower shows went well.  We held one cactus show, two 
youth shows and five adult flower shows.   
 

The building layout was received with open arms and 
MANY daily positive comments.  We wanted you to feel 
like you were attending a fiesta and we think this was 
accomplished.  We had a total of 1,912 Horticulture 
Entries, 370 Design Entries, 281 Youth Entries for a total 
of  2,563 entries for 2011.  This was an increase of 124 
youth entries, a decrease of 1,338 in horticulture entries 
and an increase of 140 design entries from 2001 to 2011 
(ten years).  Total entries for 2010 were 2,114.  And, 2011 
had an increase of 449 entries.  
 

At random we counted people walking through our 
building for one hour each day, a different hour each day, 
resulting in an average of 125 people through the building 
each and every hour we were open.   Thank you's (cont.) 
 



State Fair, Continued: 
to Osuna Nurseries and Prestige Events for donating the 
use of two gazebos.  
 

We had several horticulture and design demonstrations or 
discussions. Thia Smith of Silver Springs Flowers gave a 
design workshop on Saturday and Sunday of all three 
weekends.  Shirley Tetreault did a demonstration on 
miniature designs.  Pat Jeremiah of the Albuquerque Rose 
Society, Joran Viers from the County Extension Service, 
and a Jericho nursery staff member did a talk on trees. The 
demonstrations and discussions were WELL received by 
the public.  We hope to add more for next year and maybe 
even have one in the day and one in the evening. 
 

Other than the Youth Live stock sale … parking was 
almost a non-issue this year. We will continue to try and 
work out the parking bugs.  Our man of the hour, Wayne 
Bennett, one of our two staff people, helped unload, park 
cars and retrieve cars for those in need.  Connie Elmore 
provided golf cart rides to judges who were unable to walk 
to the lunch destination.   
 

The awards ceremony was held on Sunday, the last day of 
the state fair, at 6:00pm and was WELL attended. Section 
Sweepstakes awards in all areas  were given large special 
rosette ribbons, certificates of achievement and an orchid 
as their gift with encouragement to grow it and return to 
the fair next year with it.  
 

The flowers at the end of each show were gathered, put in 
buckets and then dropped off to the volunteer coordinator, 
Arlene Oskardotter for the Cancer Center!   
 

We had many new and energetic volunteers this year.  It 
takes approximately 55 volunteers to staff and put on each 
flower show and we did this five times for a total of 275 
volunteers needed for the five adult flower shows.   It 
takes 10 volunteers per show for the youth (at its current 
size) or 20 volunteers to put on two youth shows.  
 

A HUGE Thank You to each and everyone one of you 
who helped us put on eight flower shows at the NM State 
Fair this year!   
 

 
        
      State Fair Staff: Thelma, Suzy, Mary & Wayne 
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Albuquerque Area Master Gardeners: 
 
BECOME A MASTER GARDENER!    This program 
offers participants the wonderful opportunity to learn so 
much more about gardening in Albuquerque. Weekly 
classes, beginning Jan. 10, 2012, meet every Tuesday at 
the Garden Center.  These classes are an advanced 
gardening course providing volunteers with current, 
research-based horticultural information from New 
Mexico State University.  The emphasis is on situations 
encountered in our area.  Class topics include botany, 
entomology, vegetables, ornamentals, garden pests, trees 
and more! 
  
The Albuquerque Area Extension Master Gardeners are 
now accepting applications for the 2012 Class.   You may 
download the application from our website 
www.abqmastergardeners.org or pick up an application 
at the Extension Office at 1510 Menaul Blvd. NW, or the 
Hotline Room at the Garden Center 10120 Lomas Blvd. 
NE, or many of your favorite local nurseries.   
Applications will be accepted at the Extension Office 
through November 11 ~ but remember, class size is 
limited! 
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Organic Tea Blends 
Custom Tea Blends 

Tea Accessories 
Nancy Lauser 

tea_lady@ymail.com 
505-831-5196 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events at the Garden Center: 
 
October 22, 2011,  11am – 1pm:  Master Gardener 
Annual Luncheon  
 
December 2 & 3, 2011, 9am – 4pm:  “ Holiday Fair 
Craft & Plant Sale” Over 40 Arts & Crafts Booths, 
Fresh Poinsettias, Wreaths, & Swags, Great Food! 
 
December 8, 2011, 11am – 2pm:  Council Volunteer 
Luncheon & Installation of Officers, RSVP to 296-6020. 
 
December 17, 2011 – January 2, 2011: Winter Break, 
Garden Center Closed 
 
January 10, 2012:  Master Gardener Course Begins 
 
January 10, 2012, 7pm:  Beginning Floral Design 
Course begins (Pinon Room) 
 
February 24 & 25,  9am – 3pm: Council “Annual 
Rummage Sale”  Jewelry, Clothing, Appliances, 
Computers and much more! 
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