
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Member Organizations: 
Albuquerque African Violet 
Club  
Sharon Shannon, 865-0171 
 

Albuquerque Area Master 
Gardeners  
Kristin Thompson, 884-8833 
 

Albuquerque Aril and Iris 
Society  
Helen Crotty, 281-2136 
 

Albuquerque Daylily Society  
Amy Howard, 250-2318 
 

Albuquerque Rose Society  
Karen Snyder, 293-9649 
 

NM Mycological Society 
David Augustyniak, 259-4280 
 

Cactus and Succulent Society 
of New Mexico 
Margaret Todd, 298-4834 
 

High Desert Designers 
Shirley Tetreault, 294-4331 
 

Ikebana International  
Nance Bouchier, 220-2775 
 

NM Dahlia Society 
Jim Lohkamp, 821-5757 
 

NM Orchid Guild 
Keith Mead, 379-6786 
 

Petal Pushers Garden Club 
Ginny Longbotham, 280-2660 
 

Uptown Garden Club 
Mary Ann Moreno, 266-8498 
 

Valley Gardeners 
Gigi Zacharias, 293-0839 
 

Xeric Garden Club of 
Albuquerque 
Janice Bauer, 897-4965 
 

Affiliates: 
 

New Mexico Garden Clubs, Inc. 
NMGC, Inc. Judges' Council 
District I NMGC, Inc. 
District I NMGC, Inc. Judges 
Council 

Summer 2020 Newsletter  
 

President’s Message: 
As your Council President, I have to say that our members/staff have behind the 
scenes info to share with you.  We closed our doors on March 16, 2020 to be in 
compliance with our Governors requirements regarding the Covid-19 virus.  Keith 
immediately did a complete cleaning of our facility.  He has actually cleaned more than 
once.  We were able to re-open on May 18, 2020 with limits   Here is a brief rundown 
of what was happening while you were away. 
 
1.  Laurie was able to work daily from home taking phone calls, renting our facility and 
putting members email s into our system.  This will enable the council to contact 
members direct in an emergency or a specific need that requires immediate attention.  
This newsletter will be our first act of communication. 
2.  We were able to keep all of our employees on staff with limited hours.  Jenn was 
able to complete the mulch project in the garden, John was able to make small repairs, 
activate the coolers and continue in the garden and Keith was on call for the cleanup of 
our facility. 
3.  Your President worked with the city on the handicap ramps on the South side of the 
building and the East side.  This effort was to make it easier for our members and 
visitors to feel comfortable when attending our facility.  The work started on Tuesday, 
June the 3rd and is now complete. 
4.  The Executive Committee did not meet in April.  A zoom meeting was held on May 
the 6th and May the 14th.  As you may know, all meetings, rentals, fundraisers etc. 
were either cancelled or postponed to another date.  Our financial situation is stressed 
at this time.  The Executive Board is looking at new and exciting ways to keep our 
facility open and running smooth. 
5.  The Garden Shop is our main source of income at this time.  We need your help to 
work in the shop.  The hours are from 9:30 to 2:30 - Monday thru Friday.  Please 
contact Regina Hampton at 379-3660 if you can help.  Of course only five people may 
enter the shop at one time, masks must be worn and social distancing is required. 
6.  The Executive Board has re-activated the donation/memorial plaques.  Anyone or 
any club/society that donates a minimum of $1,000. or more will be placed on the 
donation board in the hallway.  It is a way for us to honor you for your support of the 
garden center and very much appreciated.  The memorial/honor plaque is to honor 
others.  A $350.00 contribution can be made to the garden center and the honorees 
name will be placed on a plaque in the hallway.    
Continued on next page… 
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President’s Message continued: 
7.  A new fundraiser has been initiated.  Details are in this newsletter.  Members are encouraged to participate in the 
program, "Pathways to our Future".  The Garden Center has a wonderful future and hopefully this program will guide us 
in that direction and will be a great addition to our gardens.  
8.  Our Website and Face book page is up and running.  Margo Murdock, Margaret Menache and Matthew-Ryan are 
working hard to keep your information current.  However, you need to call them or send an email with your information.  
If your meeting or event has been cancelled, please let them know so that your information is always current. 
9.  The City Green House project was an absolute wonderful learning experience.  I cannot thank Dan Humbles, Kristin 
Thompson and Kathy Clough enough for their hard work, coordination of the Master Gardeners and the entire effort for 
the plant sale.  There were many others that worked the plants daily and you are so appreciated.  The Covid-19 virus had 
an extreme impact on our sale; however, the learning experience was so important regarding going forward.  The final 
result is that hundreds of plants were given to Master Gardeners, youth garden club members, family, friends etc.    
10. We are still on a day-by-day schedule and will do everything possible to keep you informed of all events.  Thank you 
for being a part of the Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs Inc. 
 
Newsletters will be published March, June, September, & December. Please have your contributions in by the first  
of those months or they will not be included. Thank you! 
 
Shirley Tetreault/Council President 
 

 
"Pathways to our Future" 

 
Pathways to our Future is a new fundraiser that the Executive Committee initiated via the Zoom meeting on May 
14 2020.  This will be a continuous program throughout the year and hopefully we will have great member 
participation.  We will be selling garden bricks for $125.00 that will be placed along the sidewalk in the garden.  
Each brick will have your name, club name, date etc. engraved in stone and placed beside the walkway.  There is a 
flier and application form at the Garden Center with details on how to order.  Each brick may have three lines with 
thirteen letters per line.  Shirley Tetreault and Ginny Longbotham are the Chairs for this project for any questions 
you may have. 
 
Four companies were contacted for pricing/ordering information.  One was in Florida, one in Missouri, and two in 
Albuquerque.  We selected a locally owned business, Builders Materials, so that we could help our local economy.   
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
Shirley Tetreault 
Ginny Longbotham 

 

 

Teddy invites you to walk with him on our “Pathways to our Future”! 



  



  



 

Club News:  
 

High Desert Design Club: 
 

When I asked our members to share what they had 
been doing for the last two months, I had no Idea 
how much fun that would be.  Some sent pictures 
and some sent stories.  You will have an opportunity 
to see some of their creations in this report.  Kathy 
Daniels worked on a beautiful antique china hutch, 
while Dorothy Duff who lives in the East Mountains 
decided her mission was the removal of a tree and 
to transplant Annuals, Perennials etc.  Julie Foster 
spent time making her jewelry, facemasks and face 
shields.  She is always working on the next recycle 
project that just might help someone make it 
through the day.  Stephani Yates-Groff worked hard 
in her Iris garden (and shared with me) and planted a 
few seeds in pots.  They were amazing.  You will see 
that Sonia James grows Peonies and brings them in 
to her home to make a beautiful design.  Irene 
Kersting has spent hours in her beautiful garden, 
feeding, and nurturing their steer, which will be a 
valuable food source this winter.  Maple Levine got a 
chain saw for mother's day, which she has great 
plans for.  I am hoping to see pictures of saw in hand 
and goggles.  Trudie Meyer worked with pastel chalk 
pencils to create beautiful pictures.  She also had the 
time to read twelve books.  Mary Noskin watched 8 
seasons of "Homeland" and 7 seasons of "Billions" as 
well as working in her garden.  Can you believe that 
Esther Russell decorated 800 cans for Share the 
Beauty day?  They were so beautiful.  I will tell you 
more in another report.  Beth Schneider kept busy 
with her chickens, ducks, Alpacas and her beautiful 
garden, which can be seen here.  Pam Stern painted 
old hubcaps and turned them into flowers making a 
beautiful collage on her back wall.   I too, Shirley 
Tetreault, had several projects going at once.  The 
first being the gardens which are thriving, repainting 
of the garden gnomes, and nurturing the caterpillar.  
I was ready to give my chickens a special treat when 
my husband said (That is a Black Swallowtail 
Butterfly).  It has been fun watching their 
development.  Kristin Thompson has been very busy 
with the Master Gardeners and working with the 
plants at the city green houses.  What a wonderful 
project this was.  She also coordinated and worked 
very hard to upgrade/plant at the Syd Cutter 

memorial at Balloon Fiesta Park.  Patricia Williams is 
an amazing artist as you can see.  She not only puts 
her thoughts and ideas on canvas, she also has 
camera in hand when the opportunity arises.  Kate 
Yu loves pink and it always shows in her flower 
designs!  They are elegant and cheerful.  She also 
grows the majority of the material used in her 
designs. 
 
It is with great pride that I write this report.  It was 
fun and exciting to hear the stories and see the 
projects of our members. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Shirley Tetreault 
President - HDDC  
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Irene Kersting 
 

 
 

Beth Schneider’s Garden 
 
 

 
 

Pam Stern’s Fence Art 
 

 
 

Kate Yu’s Design 
 

 
 

Patricia Williams’ Art 
 

 
 

Trudy Meyer’s Art 



Petal Pushers and the 

Pandemic 
 

Petal Pushers have not let the COVID get them down!  No 
one got the virus, thank the Good Lord and we ae 
constantly checking on each other.  Working diligently in 
our yards and started our gardens. We’ve been digging 
and dividing and sharing with other members.  
Strawberry plants, iris rhizomes, violet plants, herb plants 
have all been circulated around from home to home, 
always with distance and masks! 
Viola Johnston reports she and her family are well and 
she is enjoyed being home planting new items in her 
front and back yard.  She says, “some looked good for a 
little period of time, others are still looking good.” 
Joan Karrie has had success with an herb garden.  She has 
started to experiment with new recipes using her new 
herb garden. She tells us the deer are happy eating her 
yucca flowers!  
The birds and bees are happy!  Ginny Longbotham 
reports on two box turtle s that she rescued from a 
foreclosed property years ago, are mating and she’s 
hoping for babies around 4th of July.  They may have 
mated before but she has never been home long enough 
to notice.  She diligently is trying to keep the local bull 
snake from the eggs.  Sneaky bully snake!  
Caryl McCoy and her neighbor are enjoying watching a 
Roadrunner nesting in their shared juniper bush.  Reports 
of three babies have been seen. Huey, Louie and Dewey 
have been enjoying a buffet of moths and lizards.   The 
adults are drinking in her bird bath while Caryl carries on 
a conversation with mom or dad. 
Joan Karrie has a sparrow nest with eggs in her hanging 
geranium. Ginny also reports many active birds in her 80 
yr old yucca 
Joan Higgs is spending lots of time in her yard and garden 
helping her plants put on their Happy Green and Grow 
Faces.  She has pruned, trim back, fed, water, divide, 
plant and cure some of the ills of her roses.  She says a 
gardener’s work is never done, so, instead of coveting a 
secretary and chauffeur, she really needs a young strong 
back who doesn’t mind bending over for several hours for 
the incessant weed pulling! 
Now Melinda Merriam has really been not only busy on 
her yard but she is strong!  She has transformed the front 
yard from boring grass and weeds into a beautiful year 
long blooming bird/bee refuge. She moved tons of rocks 
and built terraces. She is now working her back yard, 
making steps to her new strawberry patch (plants 
courtesy of a member) and she is constantly recycling 
things she finds into useful tables, and trellis.  Joan Higgs 
gave her three new trees that Joan received from the 
Arbor society a few years back.  Melinda is clearing away 

overgrown who knows what, lots of Virginia creeper and 
ivy.  She has discovered new rose bushes and this spring 
she had a surprise of Tulips and Jonquils blooming.  
Through her neighbors that she met while transforming 
the front yard, that her home used to belong to Mrs. and 
Dr Nichols who was very active in the Rose Society.  
When she moved in, her back yard was a jungle due to 
the last couple owners not being gardeners.  So, she is 
constantly finding great surprises! 
Carol Parker has been busy picking cherries from her tree 
and grooming her yard.  She has a Voodoo Lily that is 
blooming.  Beautiful flower, but she says it stinks so very 
bad.  
Ginny and her husband have had the time to enjoy their 
flowers, tree peonies, bright large red poppies, and their 
wisteria was beyond beautiful this year.  They busily 
covered their many peonies that were full of buds to 
protect them from the late freeze and they were 
successful. They planted a great garden, lots of tomatoes, 
especially Marzano Tomatoes, herbs, squash, zucchini 
and celery.   
Dorothy Treadwell added new soil, and reconfigured 
parts of her raised vegetable garden and can’t wait for 
harvest to come in so she can taste. Then she rests, 
drinks her coffee and looks at her acreage (yard). 
As a club, we have elected virtually new officers.  Trying 
to plan an installation/meeting in June.  Also, they plan 
on decorated twenty cans for Share the Beauty Day 
during National Garden Week June 7-13.  They are 
looking for places to take the pretties and have come up 
with many ideas, Barrett House dining area, Casa 
Esperanza dining area, first responders, i.e. Police and 
Fire stations.  Everyone is staying healthy and biting at 
the bit to get back together. 

 

 

 

Ginny’s Snake & Poppy 
 

  



 
 

Joan K’s Sparrow Nest 
 

 
 

Melinda Merriam’s Refuge 
 

 
 

 
 

Ginny’s Wisteria & Tree Peony 

 
 

Carol Parker/Cherries & Voodoo Lily 
 

 
 

Dorothy Treadwell’s Garden 
 

 
 

Ginny’s Garden 
 



ABQ Aril & Iris Society: 
 

ALBUQUERQUE ARIL AND IRIS SOCIETY 

SPRING BLOOM REPORT 

By Helen Crotty, President 

 

Most AAIS members had an unusually good bloom 

season despite a hard frost in mid-February that 

killed any blooms or buds then emerging and a heat 

wave in late May at the season’s end shriveled many 

buds getting ready to open. Bloom season was on the 

late side, and there probably wouldn’t have been 

much to see if we had held our show as scheduled on 

April 26. Following are the reports and photos that 

were received from our members.   

Eva Barry potted over 400 rhizomes last fall, some 

for herself but most to be sold at our April 26 Iris 

Show. When that was cancelled, she sent out an 

email to AAIS members and later posted word on a 

neighborhood newsletter that she had iris plants for 

sale. At last count she had sold 151 of the potted 

irises from her garden with the proceeds going to 

AAIS. She still has over 70 potted iris of various 

classes – mostly Tall Bearded – for sale. Anyone 

interested can call her at 350-0382 and arrange to 

buy.  Eva provided pictures of her garden and some 

of her iris blooms. 

Marisa Thompson bought some potted irises from 

Eva and sent pictures of two of Eva’s irises as well as 

a plant she bought and a Dutch Iris from her garden. 

Rae Phillips, our Webmaster, sent photos of what 

was formerly her iris garden, now owned and 

cultivated by her son and his wife, who bought the 

family home when Rae and her late husband Dub 

moved into retirement quarters. Rae sent a photo of 

‘Reckless Child,’ a Tall Bearded that Dub had 

ordered two years ago but did not live to see it 

blooming for the first time this year. Rae also sent a 

photo of the artificial irises she makes from glass 

beads.  She has many more iris pictures posted on our 

website (albuquerquearilandirissociety.com). 

Dave Ferguson had a large number of early blossoms 

because he grows many kinds of irises, some of 

which bloom earlier than the bearded ones.  He is 

especially taken with historic irises and installed 

large beds of them at the Botanic Garden of the 

Albuquerque BioPark during his years as botanist in 

charge there. The photos attached are from his home 

garden. 

Beth Schneider’s Arilbred Iris ‘Sailing at Dawn’ was 

in full bloom April 2, the earliest bloom that was 

reported to us. 

Our members also posted photos on our Facebook 

page (Albuquerque Aril and Iris Society Page), 

hosted by member Blenda Drummond. Susan Davis 

posted a photo of an Arilbred Iris from her garden. 

We look forward to our rhizome sale now postponed 

from July to August 15 of this year and to our 2021 

iris show next spring.  

 

 

 
 

Eva’s Bluebeard’s Ghost & 
Desert Reign 

 

 
 

Eva’s Embrace Me & 
Eva’s Garden (in part) 

 
 
 
 



 

 
Dub’s “Reckless Child” 

 

 
 

The Phillip’s Garden 
 

 
 

Dave’s “Arctic Wine & Autumn Sunset” 
 

 
 

 
 

Beth’s Arilbred “Sailing at Dawn” 
 

 
 

Marisa’s Dutch Iris Bloom 
 

 
 

Susan’s Arilbred 
 



ABQ African Violet Club: 

It’s been really hard not being able to get 
together for our regular meetings and we are all 
really looking forward to that time when we can 
all see each other again.  However, it seems our 
members have been making good use of their 
stay-at-home time whether it is taking care of 
their African violets and/or doing wonders in 
their gardens!  I think it’s all about color this year 
as Lin Miller, Mary Ann Moreno, and Shirley 
Tetreault have all grown such beautiful floral 
gardens!  In addition, Lona Pidanick’s African 
violets are blooming like crazy!  Too bad we 
can’t have a show this month so that we can see 
her amazing African violets.  As with most 
everyone else, we weren’t able to have our 
annual show & sale in April, but we’re hoping 
that we will be able to do it in August.  Keep 
those blooms coming, Lona! 

 
 

Lin Miller’s Garden 
 

 
 

Mary Ann Moreno’s Garden 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Shirley Tetreault’s Iris Blooms 
 

 
 

Lona’s Violet Blooms 
 
 



Cactus & Succulent Society of NM: 
 

April 2019 saw us with our best year ever for our 

annual spring show and sale.  Four vendors and 

several CSSNM members sold a variety of beautiful 

plants, both cold hardy and tender. The educational 

part of the event, the juried show, contained a total of 

402 plants (270 cacti and 132 succulents) entered 

primarily by members.  

 

April 2020 saw us figuring out next steps for the 

events we all love and missed.   

Please support our cactus and succulent vendors by 

purchasing from them online:  

Donnie Barnett, Pueblo, Colorado ethicaldesert.com 

Aaron and Tarah Morerod, Belen, New Mexico, 

mesagarden.com  

 

We're hoping that we'll be able to hold our annual 

exposition at the Botanic Gardens over the Labor Day 

weekend.  In addition to our usual educational events, 

we hope to have a number of the plants that would 

have been entered in the April show on exhibit.  Check 

our website (new-mexico.cactus-society.org) for 

updates.  If you haven't ever come to this exposition, 

it's a great opportunity to learn more about growing 

cacti and succulents, repotting (ouch!), and eating 

(Prickly Pears).  Our youngest member, Claire Ross, 

has developed a Kactus Kidz event with educational 

fun and games and, of course, prizes.  Her mother, 

Kate Ross, helps her out.  Our October 2019 issue of 

The Xerophile (available online at our website for free 

download) has a great interview with Claire. 

 

Staying at home is no challenge for avid gardeners and 

we cacti and succulent lovers are no different.  Come 

visit our Facebook group (Cactus and Succulent 

Society of New Mexico) to see breath-taking 

photographs of plants in bloom and to get your 

questions answered.  You'll see what our gardeners 

have been doing.  Posts range widely, covering year-

round outdoor plants as well as those that love our 

summers but can't survive our winters.  Come get ideas 

for your xeriscaped landscape. 

 

We do continue to hope that we'll be having in-

person meetings sooner rather than later.  Fingers 

crossed - we hope to have David Salman (Waterwise 

Gardening in Santa Fe) speak to us on June 19.  

Check our website for updates on speakers, 

summaries of past speakers, educational material, and 

beautiful photographs 

 
 

 
 

Cactus Show 2019 
 

 
 

Kactus Kidz 
 
 

Xeric Garden Club: 
 

 

Xeric Garden Club Members are gradually getting 

back together.  On Friday June 5th about 10 members 

were at the Garden Center working on our Habitat 

Garden Clean up.  It was about 3 months late and we 

were shocked to see how "Mother Nature" had taken 

over. The weeds were waist high and the goldenrod 

had taken over half the garden.  All is well, now. We 

have planned a spring garden re-do which will now 

probably take place in the fall. Our first club outing is 

planned for July 11th and of course, masks and social 

distancing will take place, but we are looking forward 

to visiting a Zen Garden in Placitas. 

 

 
 

Janet Herbst in the Habitat Garden 
 
 

http://ethicaldesert.com/
http://mesagarden.com/


Xeric Club continued: 
 

 
 

Kathy Burnett in the Habitat Garden 
(Masked for safety!) 

 

 
 

Xeric Habitat Garden Cleanup 2020 
(Social Distancing) 

 

 

 

Share the Beauty Day 2020: 
 

Each year we have "Share the Beauty Day" the 1st 
Monday of June at the Albuquerque Garden Center.  It is 
our kick off for National Garden Club Week.  We start out 
at 7:00 a.m. making 800 floral designs and we begin 
delivery at 11:00 a.m.  The designs are delivered to 
nursing homes throughout the city.  It is a fun and 
exciting time of year making people so happy that 
someone has thought about them.  This year was a little 
different.  Esther Russell decorated 800 cans, which were 
placed in the prep room for our members to pick up, take 
home, decorate and pass out to neighbors, friends, family 
etc.  Shirley took hers to the 150th Special Operations 
Wing at Kirtland AFB.  They have been very active in the 
recent pandemic and were very appreciative.  Beth 
Schneider (below) took hers to neighbors and gave them 
out to people passing by her home.  She also made 
deliveries in other parts of the city.  Others are still in the 
process of creating and delivering.  This is a very special 
event.  Never miss an opportunity to make someone 
smile! 
 

Sincerely, 
Shirley Tetreault - Chair 
Esther Russell - Co-Chair     
 

 



Council Horticultural Library: 
 

 
Since kicking off the book club, Reading @ the 
Garden Center, last June, our members have read 
eleven books and watched one movie.  Our most 
recent selection was Gathering the Desert by Gary 
Paul Nabham.  This ethnobotanical study of twelve 
Sonoran and Chihuahuan Desert plants made an 
interesting contrast to the world-wide collection of 
plants undertaken by David Fairchild and others as 
described in The Food Explorer (May selection).  
Even though we have enjoyed our monthly 
gatherings, and hope to be able to meet in person 
again soon, our members have taken to Zoom 
without missing a beat.  We'll hopefully be able to 
continue to include a Zoom component into the 
future for those members who can't come to meet 
with us in person. 
 
The Library has suffered something of a volunteer 
crisis as the Master Gardener Board determined that 
the Library doesn't align well with their mission.  We 
still have some Master Gardener volunteers but are 
now actively seeking volunteers from other clubs and 
societies.  If you love books and reading, you can 
sign up on the Council website.  We'd love to see 
you in the Library. 
 
We've been dabbling in an internet presence for a 
while now but the pandemic has pushed us to take 
the plunge.  The Library is now on Facebook.  
Please "like" our page (CAGC Library).  Still in the 
works is an online catalogue.  Close to two hundred 
of our 1800-book collection have been listed but the 
link isn't public yet. 
 
Donations and sales...  Did you take advantage of 
your time at home to give a hard look at your 
gardening book library?  We'd love to take any books 
you have to donate.  We add books to our collection 
to fill in gaps and sell books we can't use to raise 
money to buy more books.  Already this year we 
have received some unique donations that are 
valuable additions to our collection.  Especially with 
money being tight, we're hoping to be able to rely on 
donations a bit more than usual to expand the 
collection.  And, of course, if you have found gaps in 
your own collection, please check with us for great 

deals on gently used books.  We have an inventory 
of many more books than we can display for sale so 
please contact the librarian if you're looking for 
something particular. 
 

Please feel free to contact us with any thoughts, 
comments, or questions at: 
Library@AlbuquerqueGardenCenter.org 
 
 

Council Communications: 
 
Council Communication Committee 
 
Want to know what's going on at the Garden Center?   
Want to post information about your club or society's 
upcoming events?   
Want to post information of general interest to the 
gardening community? 
 
Check out our new website - same address, new 
look: albuquerquegardencenter.org. 
Check out our Facebook page:  
@albuquerquegardencenter  (link on our website 
home page) 
Check out our Instagram account: 
council_abq_garden_club  (link on our website home 
page) 
 
Our small group of dedicated volunteers is working 
to get the information you need to you.  Some are 
names you might know from their years of service.  
Margo Murdock continues in her role as our 
WebDiva.  Laurie Rivera juggles her many office 
responsibilities while managing to post to Facebook 
and Instagram.  Some are new names, most notably 
Matthew-Ryan Morrell (Cactus and Succulent 
Society of New Mexico), who is working to expand 
our Facebook and Instagram outreach by posting 
information of interest to our clubs and societies 
either from his own work or by reposting information 
off their Facebook pages.  Mary Whigham provided 
us with some internet resources for developing a 
mailing list using one of the paid email list programs.  
We'll be updating you with our progress on that.  
Margaret Menache, of the Council Library, 
coordinates information with the intention of having 
all our various media be consistent and thinks about 
new ideas for Council's communication efforts. 
 
Let us know if you'd like us to feature your club or 
society in an upcoming post.  And, please feel free to 
contact us with any thoughts, comments, or 
questions at: 
Library@AlbuquerqueGardenCenter.org 
  

mailto:Library@AlbuquerqueGardenCenter.org
mailto:Library@AlbuquerqueGardenCenter.org


ALBUQUERQUE AREA EXTENSION  

MASTER GARDENERS 

 
The year that is - or was?  What do you say about it 
thus far?  First and foremost, we hope that every 
other member of the Albuquerque Council of 
Garden Clubs has stayed healthy and well through 
these months.  We are managing to stay healthy, 
and although a number of things have changed, 
other things ‘remain the same…’ 
 
Even though the Garden Center was closed, most 
2020 Interns have completed their classes by 
watching videos created by their professors, and 
they are completing their quizzes and moving into 
the volunteer service of their first year.  This year’s 
Intern Class with about 55 members, as well as their 
Mentors, has terrific energy and interest - we can’t 
wait for graduation in October, with the ceremony 
hopefully back in the Pinon Room when we can all 
be together. 
 
Many of our Members have picked up right where 
they left off last year.  Jim Jackson and his group 
have vegetables growing already several feet high at 
the Urban Farm Oasis Garden (UFO Garden) located 
at the Bernalillo County  Extension Office.  In each of 
the last 2 years, this garden has harvested about 
2000 pounds of produce for local food banks.  
Another producing garden is the Millennium Garden 
directed by Barbara Armstrong, where no-til farming 
is practiced on land that depends entirely on 
irrigation.  
 
A new activity this year barely started before it was 
almost shut down, but thanks to the leadership of 
Kathy Clough and Dan Humbles, ‘Plants and Parks’ 
resulted in literally thousands of tomato plants, 
various vegetable plants, and lots of flowers, all 
started from seed.   Volunteers filled 6-packs with 
soil, placed seeds, and helped to water at one of the 
City Greenhouses where Dan is the City 
Horticulturist. With the exception of a few seedlings 
that the mice topped, many emerged in 3-4 days and 
from there, grew like crazy.  After separating and up-
potting, and moving and re-identifying, smaller 
groups of volunteers were able to work by following 
the new regulations in place for the safety of 
everyone.   
 

With the Spring Plant Sale cancelled, suddenly there 
were thousands of healthy plants ready to go, but no 
sale.  Every vegetable and herb found a home with 
Master Gardeners, their friends and neighbors, and 
some community charities.  Plans are already in 
place to grow plants and flowers for the Harvest Fair, 
and to begin again next year.  Without the 
greenhouses, none of this huge success would have 
happened.   
 

While many of the other volunteer opportunities 
have been shut down, including work at the Public 
Libraries, Growers’ Markets, the Botanic Garden and 
some others, there is hope that by the end of 
August, there will be time to participate at some of 
these activities, and perhaps there will be a State 
Fair this year?  Each year, MG’s volunteer hours as 
greeters, runners for the flower show entries and 
judges, and help with setup and takedown.   We look 
forward to the Harvest Fair and the Holiday Fair 
where volunteers are always involved. 
 

The regular Hotline has been shut down at the 
Extension Office and the Garden Center.  Remote 
Hotline is now being used from the Garden Center so 
that Interns have the practice of answering calls 
from the community, and by working via the phone 
with their Mentors, returning to the callers with an 
answer.   
 

The Annual Tomato Fiesta is at this point still hopeful 
and with a strong leader in Teresa Edens and her 
equally dedicated committee, we are hoping this 
well-attended, always anticipated activity will take 
place the end of August.  Remember all those 
thousands of tomato plants?  The tomatoes in all the 
various varieties will be ready to go - BLT’s, tastings, 
selling - cross your fingers!   
 

Our Master Gardeners are truly looking forward to 
finding a new normal that allows us to get back to 
the activities we enjoy.  We hope everyone is well 
and we look forward to seeing you all again soon at 
the Albuquerque Garden Center.   

 

 



What Are We Up To?  
 

 
 

Three Masked Volunteers!  
 

 
 

John Westfall working the Garden! 
 

 
 

Jenn Myers and her Mulching! 
 

 
 

Mary Noskin cleaning the Shop! 
 

 
 

Jean Morse in the Uptown Garden! 
 

 
 

Laurie practicing her Archery! 


