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Fall 2020 Newsletter
President’s Message:
As your Council President I have to say that many wonderful things have occurred this
summer even with our strict guidelines due to Covid-19. You will read about what has
been happening around the center in various club reports. Our volunteer membership
is fantastic and totally committed. So here we are today, September the 1st and as the
days start to cool slightly, a smell of chili is in the air and we go into our next yearly
change.
1. Laurie has been getting calls regarding renting our facility so hopefully things will
pick up in future months to get us in a better financial position. Did you know that
Laurie is our Council Notary? If and when our membership is in need of a Notary,
Laurie will be able to perform those services.
2. Our staff has changed a little. We have a new part time, contract labor
maintenance person named Thomas Clark. He will be working with the Building
Committee headed by Ginny Longbotham on various duties as well as Teresa Edens,
Grounds supervisor. If you have any maintenance/or garden issues please contact
Ginny, Teresa or Laurie. On a very happy and exciting note, Jenn has been offered a
career position that she has been working on for 12 + years. She will be working with a
publisher as she develops a series of graphic novels. This is what she studied in college
and this is a dream fulfilled. Jenn will be with us until September the 24th. Wish her
good luck on her new adventure.
3. As you know the Albuquerque Police Dept. took a tour of our facility regarding
safety. Our handicap ramps are complete and the Xeric society has made a significant
change to our front entrance. It is now open, airy, and beautiful. This change has
made a major difference for visitors to our facility. Thank you so much for your hard
work. A full report with pictures is in this issue.
4. The Executive Committee met in August to discuss several issues. We will have a
one day Harvest Fair on September the 26th Chaired by Jewel Cutter. This will be a
very scaled down version of the Harvest Fair, however, we will still have fun and there
will be great plants/vegetables to purchase. Please plan to volunteer and enjoy this
special day. We look forward to seeing everyone with mask and social distancing in
place. The building committee has been getting bids and valuable information
regarding a new roof. I know it appears that the roof is always an issue. In our rough,
dry climate, it is always an issue. If member clubs or societies ever have a need to
spend, the Garden Center welcomes all financial support. We are a 501c3 non-profit
organization.
Continued on next page…
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President’s Message Continued:
5. The shop is still our main source of income at this time and we encourage you to shop as often as possible. The
hours are from 9:30 to 2:30 - Monday thru Friday. Please contact Regina Hampton at 379-3660 if you would like to work in
the shop. This is a great opportunity to talk with people ad get new members for your organization. Until our Governor
makes new changes, masks must be worn and social distancing is required. Thank you for honoring that issue.
6. Our new fundraiser is off to a good start. Details are in this news letter. You do not have to be a member to
participate in the program, "Pathways to our Future". Tell your friends and family that they are welcome to be a part of
this great program. We have attached the form and flyer for your information!
8. Our Website and Face book page is up and running. Margo Murdock, Margaret Menache and Matthew-Ryan are
working hard to keep your information current. Please make sure that you contact them regarding any changes to your
meetings etc..
9. The City Green House project is still in full swing. We have planted seeds and repotted to get ready for our Harvest
Fair plant sale on Sept 26. Dan Humbles, Kristin Thompson and Kathy Clough continue to work, coordinating the work
schedule on a daily basis. We will need help transporting plants from the greenhouses to the Garden Center. Thank you
in advance for being a part of this adventure.

Shirley Tetreault
Council President

We dedicate this issue to our Garden Angel (on the left, below), Esther Russell.
More about Esther in the “High Desert Design Club” report.

Esther Russell with Shirley Tetreault

Club News:

High Desert Design Club:
High Desert Design Club
September 1, 2020
This issue of the Council Newsletter will be
dedicated to our friend/member Esther Russell. I will
write this report stating all of the wonderful things
that members had to say about her which will be in
blue. She was of course a valued member of High
Desert Design Club, an Angel who has returned
home. She was much loved and is our heavenly rose.
We all knew her as our dear friend. Esther was
forever giving of her time and talents and anything
she thought you may need. When we spoke on the
phone a few weeks ago, she told me the Angels are
near. Our forever rose is our Garden Angel and safely
tucked away in her new home.
Through the years Esther participated in many
projects at the Garden Center including District,
State, and Region functions. She was the first
Secretary of High Desert DC, Co-Chair of Share the
Beauty Day, and the State Youth Chair. More than
once she decorated 800 cans for Share The Beauty
Day (by herself) Each year trying to improve on the
last. She made beautiful bows for the Holiday Fair as
well as creating handmade ornaments for the HDDC
booth. She won several ribbons at the New Mexico
State Fair and her designs were a great contribution.
Que suenes con los Angelitos.

Maple Levine & Esther Russell

Submitted with Love
Shirley Tetreault
President - HDDC

Creating with Esther!
Esther & her beautiful corsages

The sales tables were initially filled with cardboard
trays of iris rhizomes separated by variety. At least
half were already sold by 10 am.
Esther Russell & Mary Noskin

ABQ Aril & Iris Society:
ALBUQUERQUE ARIL AND IRIS SOCIETY
FALL REPORT
By Helen Crotty, President
We are happy to report that AAIS did very
well with our outdoor rhizome sale in the Garden
Center parking lot August 15. We grossed $2,448 in
sales and added two new members, with other
visitors asking for membership applications.
It seemed for a time that we might not have
enough rhizomes or enough help for the sale, but
members--both current and past, and even some nonmembers-- pitched in with rhizomes and potted plants
and/or volunteered to help. Thanks to all and special
thanks to Council President Shirley Tetreault for her
encouragement and personal help! We ended up with
about 150 iris varieties on tables stretched all along
the east side of the parking lot. We were so busy that
we forgot to take a picture until after 10 am, when at
least half of the offerings had been sold. Thanks to
all our customers, too!
To share our good fortune in this difficult
year, AAIS gave $1000, or about 50% of our gross
rather than the required 25% of our net, to the
Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs and also
contributed $125 for a brick for the Garden Center’s
Pathways to Our Future fundraiser.
We are planning on a September 20 meeting and
Rhizome Raffle, which we may hold outdoors at the
Garden Center if it seems advisable at that time.

New member Dannelle Gundlach helped tabulate the
customers’ selections.

ABQ African Violet Club:
Albuquerque African Violet Club (AAVC):
AAVC continues to successfully engage in a
range of activities even during these especially
challenging times. On August 1st the Club
sponsored an African violet plant sale that was
open to the public. Several Club members
brought in a good selection of really beautiful
plants for the sale.

Renee Bernard, a new AAVC member, brought
in a nice assortment of her Violets for the sale.
Also, one of the long standing AAVC members,
Kathy Hajner, brought in a good selection of
her really special African violets that were most
appreciated by those attending the sale.

Overall, the sale was a major success, and
moreover, provided Club members with a
wonderful opportunity to get out and share the
wealth of beauty and friendship so sorely
missing given the recent difficulties we have all
struggled through.
The AAVC continues to have meetings on a
virtual format using the ZOOM application.
Everyone is welcome to participate in the
meetings which are scheduled on the Second
Tuesday of the month. The next meeting is
scheduled for September 8th at 1:00pm. A link
for the meeting is available on both the AAVC
Facebook Page and the website
(www.albuquerqueafricanvioletclub.org). Please
make plans to attend since the Club will be
providing current information regarding African
violet news from both the local and national
perspective.
The joy of growing African violets is a pleasure,
but having the opportunity to share with others is
the best reward of all!

Renee Bernard, August 1, AAVC plant sale

Xeric Garden Club:
The Xeric Garden Club is very excited about the
recent changes made to our portion of the gardens at
the Garden Center. The Club has been working on
the area near the entrance to the Garden Center. We
have removed the low wall in front of the sidewalk,
and re-positioned the fence to encompass the entire
garden. The gate has been moved forward and is now
at right angles to the Garden Center’s entrance. All
this was prompted by the concern of the police about
security for the gardens and the Council’s concern for
the constant use of the bench behind the low wall as a
bed for the homeless, as well as their trash left
behind.
The new look to the garden entrance has a pleasing,
more open look, while providing more security. The
Club will be re-planting and landscaping the new
entrance area in a few weeks.

New Entrance to the Los Altos Gardens

This has been a great and steep learning curve for all
involved, though rewarding as we watched the seeds
germinate. Growing plants in a greenhouse has
certain factors that we do not have to deal with as
much in a home: keeping the temperature and
humidity right; timing the planting appropriately, so
the plants are the right size at the time needed; and
keeping the insect and mildew from attacking the
plants; fixing breakdowns in fans and A.C. units,
while tine plants sweltered inside in the summer sun.
Then, seedlings (probably about three thousand) had
to be separated, and up-potted into larger pots. Labels
had to be kept appropriate, but sometimes got lost, or
forgotten. Some did not germinate, because – we
discovered - they needed to be stratified first. Some
received too much water, and turned chlorotic. But
we are persevering. Plants did grow!

ALBUQUERQUE AREA EXTENSION
MASTER GARDENERS
AAEMG – Plants and Parks
New this year for Master Gardeners is a volunteer
activity that helps not only Master Gardeners, both by
getting their required service hours and by growing
plants for our tomato sale in April, but also the
Garden Council activities such as the Spring Plant
Sale, Harvest Fair, and the Holiday Fair.
The City of Albuquerque has a full-size greenhouse
(3 actually) on Spain at Wyoming just west of the
tennis courts, which have stood mostly empty for
years. (Plants for the parks were purchased.) Those
greenhouses did stand empty - until this year. Dan
Humbles, a Master Gardener, too, is the Manager of
the City’s complex. This spring, AAEMG members
partnered with him to grow plants for the mutual
benefit of all three entities. In mid-February MGs
started planting seeds in trays and filled one of the
greenhouses with approximately 400 trays of plants
(Flowers, vegetables, herbs) for the MG Tomato
Sale, for another MG project with The UNM Cancer
Center, the Garden Council Spring Garden Fair/Sale,
and the City parks.

First Day of Planting at Greenhouses

Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic thwarted
some of our plans, when the Spring Garden Sale and
MG Tomato Plant Sale had to be canceled. What
were we going to do with hundreds of flowers and
over 2,ooo tomato plants?! Some plans were at least
partially completed. Many of the flowers were
planted and have been gracing the city parks since
March and April. Zinnias, dahlias, calendulas,
gaillardia, celosia, alyssum, and others. Tomato
plants, herbs, and some vegetable plants were given
to the UNM Cancer Center participants for their
gardens, were distributed to some Master Gardeners,
and to Bernalillo County families through the
County’s “Grab and Go” project, with the help of
Cindy Davies Schlenker, Director of the Bernalillo
County Extension Service.

In mid-July, we again started planting seeds for
plants for the fall in the parks and for the Council’s
Harvest Fair/Plant Sale. There are not as manty that
bloom in the Fall. Cuttings of Christmas cactus and
other epiphytes were obtained and planted for the
Holiday Season Fair. At the September 26 Harvest
Plant Sale, you will be able to see the results:
Pansies, violas, snapdragons, calendulas, celosia,
amaranth and zinnias, as well as edible kale (3
varieties), flowering kale (2 colors), cabbage, bok
choy and broccoli, for your cool-season gardens.
.

Kale Growing at the Greenhouse

Park Berm with Greenhouse Plants

