
 

  

TechTi 
Member Organizations 

Albuquerque African Violet Club - 

Sharon Shannon, 505-865-0171 

Albuquerque Area Extension 

Master Gardeners - Mary Donato, 

505-228-7162 

Albuquerque Aril and Iris Society 

- Eva Barry, 505-350-0382 

Albuquerque Daylily Society - 

Amy Howard, 505-250-2318 

Albuquerque Rose Society -  

Karen Snyder, 505-293-9649 

NM Mycological Society -  Jan 

Bandrofchak, 505-265-4449 

Cactus and Succulent Society of 

New Mexico - Margaret Todd, 505-

298-4834  

High Desert Designers - Shirley 

Tetreault, 505-294-4331  

Ikebana International - Tiffany 

Nakagawa, 806-438-6023  

NM Dahlia Society - Jim Lohkamp, 

505-821-5757  

NM Orchid Guild - Keith Mead, 

505-379-6786  

Petal Pushers Garden Club - 

Ginny Longbotham, 505-280-2660  

Uptown Garden Club - Mary Ann 

Moreno, 505-266-8498  

Valley Gardeners - Gigi Zacharias, 

505-293-0839; Dorothy Duff, 505-

281-5165  

Xeric Garden Club of 

Albuquerque Janice Bauer, 505-

897-4965; Peggy Wells, 505-514-

3570  

Affiliates: New Mexico Garden 

Clubs, Inc. NMGC, Inc. Judges' 

Council District I NMGC, Inc. District 

I NMGC, Inc. Judges Council 

Fall  2021 

 

No one ever said that being President of the 

Council of Albuquerque Gardens, Inc. is easy. 

It takes a lot of time and personal resources.  

There is no pay; I cannot even say I am 

laughing all the way to the bank.  Is it a 

thankless job? No, it is not!  It is rewarding  to 

know that with the support and help  of a lot of 

fabulous men and women you are part of a 

place that is unique.  There is not another 

Garden Center with the kind of activities and 

services that we provide in Albuquerque, in 

New Mexico nor, for that matter, in the United 

States.   

Our strength and uniqueness comes from 

having a united group of member clubs and 

plant societies with a lot of knowledge and 

expertise who knew and know that – when 

banding together, sharing their knowledge – 

make their community better, are more 

successful and, in reality, are viewed with a 

different respect by the general community.   

When we have our meetings, our celebrations, 

our fund raisers, our flower shows, we do not 

have to scamper looking for someone who will 

open their home or try to rent a public building, 

which is expensive and probably not suited to 

what we are presenting.  We have a Home – 

we have a place for all our activities.   

 

To make the package complete There is 

the Garden Shop which has truly evolved 

under Regina’s knowhow.  We can 

purchase  garden essentials in addition to 

purchasing gifts when we feel a need for a 

gift for ourselves or for an occasion.  

The Library – especially if you love books 

like I do – adds an extra dimension to the 

Garden Center and a valuable resource. 

Special credit goes to the  hindsight by 

those members before us  who possessed 

the foresight to establish a library. 

Our Gardens which are cared for by a 

group of volunteers who are truly 

admirable.  You can walk around and see 

what has been created by men and women 

working  in groups or singly to create a 

place  where there is beauty and serenity if 

you have the need.  

Every day there exists the possibility of new 

and good friendships. Start a conversation 

with someone who you have seen around 

so many times but never had the 

opportunity to talk to – you knew they were 

a fabulous designer, a knowledgeable  

gardener,  but wow, when you learn what 

they have been doing in their day job.   

  -continued- 
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President’s Message continued -  

I guess it is true that nothing that is worthwhile comes 

easy – my mother often said that. I take the 

responsibility the member clubs have given me 

seriously.  I constantly strive to make  sure I am doing 

the job those member clubs elected me to do.  While I 

do not always agree with all that is thrown at me, I 

respect and truly try to look at the other side of an 

opinion, a question or a suggestion.   Advice is always 

welcomed.   I am humbled by your support.  

   Mary Pena Noskin 

   Council President 

 

Mary with youngest horticulture entrant – 8 years old!   

 

Mary with Thoula Mallory 

 

Kathleen with one of her many awards 

 

Betty Babicz with one of her many awards 

 

Awards Ceremony held Sunday, 9/19, at the 

conclusion of a truly successful                                   

New Mexico State Fair Exhibit and 4 Shows 

 

Tied in their category, Kathleen and Beth receive 

their awards from Mary. 



 

  

proprius. In consequat os quae nulla magna. Delenit 

abdo esse quia, te huic. Ratis neque ymo, venio illum 

pala damnum. Aptent nulla aliquip camur ut consequa.  

Aptent. Adipiscing magna  

jumentum velit iriure  

obruo vel.Volutpat mos  

at neque nulla lobortis  

dignissim conventio,  

torqueo, acsi roto modo.  

Feugait in obruo quae ingenium  

tristique elit vel natu meus. 

News from Valley Gardeners                                 

Garden Club of Albuquerque 

The Valley Gardener Garden Club members of 

Albuquerque were very excited to resume meeting in 

person after a year of zoom meetings.  Our initial 

meeting was the installation of officers which was held 

in the lovely garden of the Albuquerque Garden Center.  

It was truly wonderful being back together.  In June we 

met in Albuquerque’s Montgomery Park where we were 

led by Judy Nickell as she described the various 

species of trees in the park.  For many years Judy has 

been the “go to “person regarding trees in the 

Albuquerque area.   

Many Valley Gardeners were seen volunteering and 

socializing at the annual Parade of Gardens tour 

sponsored bythe Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs 

of which Valley Gardeners is a member. In July Mary 

Ann Moreno opened her home to Valley Gardeners for 

the Fourth of July and we could experience her hard 

work as we wandered by the roses, daylilies and the 

assortment of orchids.  

Our plan to wrap up the summer with a fun outside 

Movie Night featuring the Botany of Desire was 

thwarted by a surprise thunderstorm.  So now we are 

looking forward to volunteering at the Garden Council 

sponsored Flower Show at the New Mexico State Fair 

in September.  Hope to see you there. 

Jennifer Moreno will speak on “Spooky Spiders” when 

we resume regular meeting in October 

Gigi Zacharias and Dorothy Duff 

 

News from Petal Pushers Garden Club 

 

The Petal Pushers Garden club has had a busy 

summer.  In June, Christine Longthorp, a PP member 

and also the State President, gave a great 

demonstration and program on how to arrange 

everyday flowers for your home.  The meeting was held 

at her Flower Shop.  July found us at our club 

president’s home, Ginny Longbotham, touring her yard 

with new garden tubs in multi colors.  Later in August, 

we got busy making refreshments for the Dedication of 

Grace’s Room which used to be the Patio Room.  

Yummy food, drink and a beautiful dedication held on 

Aug 12th.  Everyone raved about Joan Karrie’s deviled 

eggs, which she had never made before and we all 

agreed they were awesome! 

    

      

             

 

Mary with Shirley, NM State Fair Awards Ceremony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary with Shirley, NM State Fair Awards 



  

Petal Pushers continued -  

 

New Yearbooks were passed out at the meeting as we ready for the fall season of Petal Pushers.  We meet the 4 th 

Tuesday of the month mostly at the Garden Center, however, please call Ginny Longbotham, 505-280-2660 if you would 

like to attend so she can make sure you know where the meeting will be held.  

 

News from The Xeric Garden Club of Albuquerque 

On Wednesday, September 29th starting at 9 AM the Xeric Garden club of Albuquerque will have its annual Board 

Meeting to discuss our upcoming program schedule for 2022. It will be held in the Patio Room of the Albuquerque Garden 

Center. Non Board Members of our Xeric group are welcome to attend and give input for our 2022 calendar. 

Saturday, October 30th, at 10 AM George Duda will be our speaker. George is a founding member of Think Trees and 

will present Love, Wonder, Fear... How Can Trees Be Killing Our Forests? George’s talk with also include the history of 

the Bosque and the changes that have taken place over the years. George is a fabulous speaker and extremely 

knowledgeable about all things trees. The public is welcome to attend. The presentation is free. 

   

 

     

Our final event of the summer was a great afternoon tea hosted 

by Mary Frances Santisteven and Viola Johnston.  Mary Frances 

made us all welcomed and she and Viola provided a beautiful 

table with two types of sandwiches, fresh fruit, cherry 

cheesecake pastry, lime sherbet punch and ice tea.  YUMMY! 

Her beautiful yard with fountains in the background was enjoyed 

by all and to top it all off, we were entertained by Eddie Cruz and 

his wonderful voice and guitar playing.  Eddie’s wife, Frances 

was in attendance as well as the ever helpful and enjoyable 

husband of Mary Frances. 

 



  
The Xeric Garden Club of Albuquerque continued -  

One of our favorite Xeric events is happening on Saturday, November 13th. After our 9 AM Members’ meeting, we will 

have our Member’ Forum starting at 10 AM. 

The Members’ Business Meeting includes the election of officers for 2022.  

The Members’ Forum entitled – What I did Last Summer are fun and informal presentations by members who want to 

share their adventures in gardening over the prior growing season. Even if nothing to share, we welcome all of our 

members’ attendance, as this is a very enjoyable morning! Our member attendees are delighted by the inventiveness of 

other members and the unique ways they find to garden in Albuquerque. Held in the Patio room at the Albuquerque 

Garden Center. 

Ending a challenging year for Xeric events will be on Sunday, December 12th. Our Annual Holiday Party this year will be 

hosted by Beth Herschman and Joe Vanderburg. This is a festive get together for all members and their partners where 

we can share delicious food and holiday cheer. After a cancelled 2020 get-together, 2021 will be most welcome at Joe & 

Beth’s residence. 

 

 
 

NM State Fair Floriculture Exhibit Setup – Famous Faces 

                  

            
   



 

More from the NM State Fair Floriculture Exhibit and Shows, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    And More  

from the NM State Fair 2021 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Dedication of Grace’s Room 

 

 

 

On August 12th, the Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs, Inc. hosted the dedication of Grace’s Room at the 

Albuquerque Garden Center in honor of Grace Barnes, followed by a reception hosted graciously by the Petal 

Pushers Garden Club, of which Grace had been a member. Grace had a long and faithful commitment to the 

Center and after her passing, the Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs learned in a letter that she had left a 

substantial gift in her will to the Albuquerque Garden Center.  Proceeds from the sale of her home were to be 

shared equally by The Garden Center and The All Faiths Home.  Several people spoke at the reception and the 

following were personal and intimate comments about Grace. 

Joan Higgs described Grace as a woman who proceeded quietly and did what was needed without fanfare.  She 

was an introverted and shy person, always gracious in what she did.  Joan described Grace as efficient and 

Independent.  Grace’s home, where she had lived with her husband of over 50 years before his passing, was 

simple, comfortable and warm.  Very few knew Grace was an artist.  Joan stated that Grace had a “precious 

reserve which I learned to admire.  She was kind and gracious – and as was her nature, she retired quietly.  It 

was a great pleasure to have known her.”   

Carol Stomp said she and Grace both joined Petal Pushers Garden Club in 1992.  “I went through my old Petal 

Pushers Yearbook to refresh my memory”, and Carol said that Grace was an excellent gardener.  Grace chaired 

the Monday Morning Committee, a group that met every Monday morning from March to October.  The 

Committee members were Grace, Marie Torrens, Nancy David, Laura Williams and Carol Stomp, and they 

worked in the Marie Torrens Garden.  They were efficient, they knew what was needed, and they established a 

garden and a strong friendship.  Carol said that Grace not only led the Monday Morning Committee for many 

years, but she also worked on many other projects.  She also was President of Petal Pushers Garden Club in 

2006 and 2007.  Carol said in a reminiscing tone, “It was lovely of her to remember The Garden Center.”  

As the Pandemic hit, the Garden Center closed and all fundraising activities went away.  In the midst of this, the 

Council received a letter from the Grace Barnes’ estate that money had been bequeathed to the Garden Center.  

This very generous gift will allow the Garden Center to survive and thrive. Thank you, Grace Barnes.  We hope to 

honor your hame and your generous nature by continuing the work you so faithfully adhered to.   

    

               



  

 the Dedication of “Grace’s Room” 

  

 



 

  

  

 

 

 

  

Don’t forget!! 

Harvest Fair 

Craft & Plant Sale 

September 24, 25 

9am-4pm 

 

Fall and Holiday Themed Booths 

Fabulous Food! 

Garden Shop Open 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs Inc. 

 

Council President     Mary Peña Noskin   mnoskin@aol.com  

First Vice President     Regina Hampton  

Second Vice President    Janet Dooley  

Recording Secretary    Dianne Cress  

Treasurer      Jewel Cutter  

Corresponding Secretary    Amy Howard  

Assistant Treasurer     Marcia Finical  

Director      Ginny Longbotham  

Director      Shirley Tetreault  

Director      Kate Li  

Parliamentarian    Carl Soderberg  

Archivist      Sarah Bianco  

 

STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRS:  

Budget & Finance     Regina Hampton  

Building Maintenance    Ginny Longbotham  

Bylaws Chair     Carl Soderberg, Beth Herschman  

Communications     Beth Herschman, Margo Murdock 

Council Flower Show    Sarah Bianco/ Dorothy Duff  

Educational Programs & Workshops  Shirley Tetreault  

Face Book      Matthew-Ryan Morrell  

Garden Guardians     Kathy Burnett, Janet Herbst  

Garden Shop     Regina Hampton  

Garden Tour      Beth Herschman  

Grounds      Teresa Edens  

Harvest Fair      Jewel Cutter  

Holiday Fair Centerpiece Workshop  Teresa Edens  

Holiday Fair      Janet Dooley/Regina Hampton  

Instagram      Kate Li  

Library      Jill Hartman  

Long Range & Strategic Committee  Regina Hampton/Janet Dooley  

Publicity      Janet Dooley/Frances Robertson/Kate Yu  

Rummage Sale     Regina Hampton  

Save the Beauty Day    Shirley Tetreault  

Spring Plant & Garden Fair   Teresa Edens/Regina Hampton/Kathy Clough  

State Fair Flower Show    Mary Noskin/Irene Kersting  

Ways & Means Committee   Janet Dooley  

 

STAFF:  

Office Manager   

Gardener      Mari  

Custodian      Keith Mead 


