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President's Message

Member Organizations

Mary Peña Noskin - 2021 Council President

ALBUQUERQUE AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB
Sharon Shannon ~ 505-865-0171

Dear Fellow Members:

ALBUQUERQUE AREA MASTER
GARDENERS

It seems right to say Thanks for the Memories
– yet while it sounds cliché – I am sincere
when I say that being President of the Council
goes down in my memory book as a good one.
I felt honored and privileged to serve as your
president.

Mary Donato ~ 505-228-7162

ALBUQUERQUE ARIL AND IRIS
SOCIETY
Eva Barry ~ 505-350-0382

ALBUQUERQUE DAYLILY SOCIETY
Amy Howard ~ 505-250-2318

I often think of that group of gardeners who
envisioned a place, a building where fellow
gardeners could meet to share knowledge, to
solve gardening problems and to teach. Now, moving to present day, I
marvel at the dedication and pride of all the club members who work
so diligently to assure that the dream lives on, that we continue to
have our own place to learn, to teach, to meet and to make lifelong
friends.

ALBUQUERQUE ROSE SOCIETY

I am deeply grateful to all those members who put in hours of
volunteer time to make certain that every event in 2021 was a huge
success. There is no way, no matter how much a Chair may plan, that
without strong membership support, that an event can be carried out
and be successful. The Council is stronger when its members are
involved.

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL

I want to thank the 2021 Executive Committee made up of Regina
Hampton, Janet Dooley, Dianne Cress, Jewel Cutter, Amy Howard,
Ginny Longbotham, Shirley Tetrault, Kate Li. These strong and
talented women comprise an unbelievable group that has
accomplished so much. Thank you for adding to the good memories.

...Continued on page 2

Karen Snyder ~ 505-293-9649

NM MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Jan Bandrofchak ~ 505-265-4449

CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF
NEW MEXICO
Margaret Todd ~ 505-298-4834

HIGH DESERT DESIGNERS

Shirley Tetreault ~ 505-294-4331
Tiffany Nakagawa ~ 806-438-6023

NM DAHLIA SOCIETY

Jim Lohkamp ~ 505-821-5757

NM ORCHID GUILD

Keith Mead ~ 505-379-6786

PETAL PUSHERS GARDEN CLUB
Ginny Longbotham,505-280-2660

UPTOWN GARDEN CLUB

Mary Ann Moreno, 505-266-8498

VALLEY GARDENERS

Gigi Zacharias, 505-293-0839
Dorothy Duff, 505-281-5165

XERIC GARDEN CLUB OF
ALBUQUERQUE

Janice Bauer, 505-897-4965
Peggy Wells, 505-514-3570

AFFILIATES:
New Mexico Garden Clubs, Inc.
NMGC, Inc. Judges' Council
District I NMGC, Inc.
District I NMGC, Inc. Judges Council
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE - CONTINUED
A special thanks to Parliamentarian Carl Soderberg. He was my
anchor. He was always available to make sure that whatever we did
we did within Council’s bylaws. His counsel and advice were
appreciated and made my job easier.
Thank you to the many who have reached out with kind words,
support and good will – those go in my memory book, and I will not
forget.
Regina, Board service is one of the toughest volunteer roles,
especially for those board members who take their board duties with
dedication, grace and seriousness. I wish you and your team all the
best – I know you will serve us well.
So, as I step down, it is with mixed feelings, but all good. To all, be well
and do good, my friends.

Incoming President's Message
Regina Hampton - 2022 President Elect
As I step into this leadership role, I would like to extend my sincere
appreciation to the membership and the CAGC Board of Directors for
granting me the opportunity to further serve the Council of
Albuquerque Garden Clubs. Through 46 years, CAGC has fostered a
place of beauty, growth and development of the individual clubs, the
building and the gardens. As CAGC’s incoming President, I look ahead
to building on that foundation and moving our initiatives forward.

"Thank you for
your
involvement,
interest,
leadership and
support of
CAGC’s
mission and
vision."
REGINA HAMPTON

The last two years, we have experienced a tragedy like no other. The
pandemic has disrupted our lives, our livelihood and our very
existence. However, with the strong leadership of the outgoing
President, Mary Noskin and her Executive Committee, the Council has
remained strong and viable. Every member of the Executive
Committee worked diligently to ensure the Council met their budget
restrictions. With the rental business almost non-existent and the shop
sales down 50%, it was imperative that this Executive Committee
continue to be prudent with spending and to work together for the
good of the Council. They did that and with aplomb.
As we enter 2022, I encourage anyone wishing to provide feedback
and/or suggestions to please contact me. Thank you for your
involvement, interest, leadership and support of CAGC’s mission and
vision. I look forward to serving all of you in the coming year.
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THE TRUTH BEHIND THE WORD "COUNCIL"
SUBMITTED BY: MARY PEÑA NOSKIN

New Comers (and “old hands” as well) often hear mention of the word “Council” but do not completely understand
the relationship between Council and our “club.”
“The Council” is the Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs, Inc. (CAGC), a non-profit organization, formed by greater
Albuquerque area garden clubs and plant societies.
Its purpose:
Provide an established group which can act on matter of interest and importance to garden clubs and plant
societies,
Provide educational courses, activities for garden clubs, plant societies and the public,
Provide non-monetary assistance in community beautification projects
Promote good fellowship among garden clubs and plant societies
Encourage the formation of new garden clubs and plant societies
The Albuquerque Garden Center was built and is owned and operated by, the Council. It resides within Los Altos
Park on land leased from the city. The Garden Center is operated with funds raised in a variety of ways, including
event rentals, garden shop sales, and fundraisers, held throughout the year (such as the Rummage Sale, Spring
Plant Sale, Holiday Fair, Harvest Fair and Garden tour). Club members “staff” the various fundraisers by
volunteering their time. Each year Council stages the biggest competitive flower show in the state — the
floriculture show at the New Mexico State Fair.
The organizations belonging to CAGC are commonly referred to as SMOs or Sustaining Member Organizations. Each
SMO pays an annual membership or sustaining fee plus a member fee for each active member of their
organization. This makes each member of an SMO a member of CAGC (or Council) as well. The Council is run by a
Board of Directors (BOD) made up of SMO presidents and representatives, the number of which is based on the
size of the SMO. An Executive Committee whose volunteer members are approved by the BOD accomplishes dayto-day operations.
The return for club participation in Council is the club has full access to Garden Center facilities for their meetings,
at no charge. They can hold training classes and have access to audio-visual equipment, kitchen facilities,
furnishings and office help. Members also have access to Council’s horticultural library, a 1600 book collection.
Non-members may use the library but cannot check books out.
The Garden Center has only four paid part time employees – the Office Manager, the Gardener, the Maintenance
Person or Handyman and a Sales Associate in the Garden Shop. The remaining staffing is by volunteers, which
come from the SMO’s. Members occupying Council positions oversee supervision of the employees (and
volunteers).
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Albuquerque Aril & Iris Society
2021 Iris Season Behind Us
Special thanks to all our
members who made this
year a success for AAIS
– in spite of the ongoing
restrictions and limitations attributed to Covid
Even though we were
unable to share our
blossoms with a spring
Iris Show, many of our
members shared their
photos on our Facebook
site for all to enjoy.
Perhaps because more
people were into gardening these past two years, we
experienced not only a lot more interest in iris but
gained many new members – even though we weren’t
able to hold meetings until late summer/fall of this
year. AAIS now has about 50 members.
We successfully participated in the CAGC’s Plant Sale
& Garden Fair in April, selling out of over 100 potted
irises the first day! Many of our members dug and
divided their iris this summer, so we had enough
rhizomes and potted irises to hold our Annual Iris Sale
at the Garden Center in August. We are very grateful
to our President Eva Barry for her tireless efforts in
continuing to pot irises; it allows for a lot more
flexibility in keeping them available year round for
our shows and sales. Contributing rhizomes for our
sale were Mary Villarreal, Helen Crotty, Linn Furnish,
Ann Isham, Edith Iwan, Helen Radebaugh, Cindy
Rivera,Betsy Shaw, and probably others. Many of our
new members pitched in with helping with the sale as
well.
Schedule for 2022
This is going to be a busy, but fun, year for us! We are
optimistic about our future, hopefully without any
more national crisis shutting us down.
Our AIS Region 23 is hosting the American Iris Society
National Iris Convention in Las Cruces, New Mexico,
April 11-16. We anticipate participation from most our
members. (See separate article.)
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Our Annual Iris Sale will be July 16 at the Garden
Center. Ahead of that, we hope to dig and divide some
of the iris planted at the center; they are long
overdue to have this done, since so many of the iris
beds are overcrowded and hence not blooming well.
August 20-21 we are hosting the AIS Region 23
Convention here in Albuquerque at the Courtyard
Marriott. This takes many hands on deck to make
happen, but we have no doubt our members are up to
the task willingly & enthusiastically. In addition to
learning much about iris from talented speakers,
there will be a silent auction and a live auction, and
awards given at our banquet. All attendees will
receive a potted iris, along with other items. There will
be a judges training class as well.
In between all these major events, we will be holding
monthly meetings at 2:00 pm at the Garden Center on
Feb. 20, March 20, April 3, May 15, June 5, Sept. 18,
and Oct.16. This is where we learn more about the
growing of iris and all the various aspects of doing so
and enjoy the camaraderie.
Check us out and come join us!
Anyone interested in the growing and showing of iris –
and learning more about them – is welcome to join
AAIS. Dues are $15, and our application can be found
on our website: albuquerquearilandirissociety.com or
by contacting our Treasurer Linn Furnish at 505-3853947, or swimsew@comcast.net. Our website also
offers information on the growing of irises, and “how
to” instruction. You can also follow us on Facebook:
Albuquerque Aril & Iris Society Group. For additional
information, contact our President Eva Barry at 505350-0382 or eva13barry@gmail.com.
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Iris Enchantment 2022 AIS National Convention
APRIL 11-16, 2022 LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO
New Mexico is excited to be hosting the American Iris Society (AIS) National
Iris Convention in April next year. Hosted primarily by the Mesilla Valley Iris
Society (MVIS) of Las Cruces, along with assistance from all of the Iris
Societies in New Mexico (AIS Region 23), AIS will be celebrating its Centennial
(which actually had its 100th year last year, but without any celebration or
convention due to Covid.)
Registration for the AIS National Convention is now open. The registration
form is available by printing a hard copy of the registration form by going
to the convention society website at: http://aisregion23.com/
2022- national-convention/registration/. Online registration is available at
https://ais-2022.square.site.
Cost for the entire convention is $359. Please use the full registration if you
are intending to attend all the events of the convention. There is an ala carte
option for those who don’t want to attend either or both of the banquets
and/or don’t want to attend the garden tours. For those that choose ala carte
registration, please note that there is a basic registration fee ($70) that you
must choose in addition to the banquet or other ala carte items on the 2022
Convention Schedule.
Tuesday, April 12 we will have an optional tour that visits the White Sands Missile Range followed by a walking
tour of Old Mesilla. Wednesday will be all the Section and Cooperating Society programs followed by a Welcome
Banquet celebrating 100 years of the American Iris Society and 50 years of the Mesilla Valley Iris Society. The
Wednesday banquet will feature a program by former AIS President, Gary White, who will talk on the first 100
years of the American Iris Society. Thursday, Friday, and Saturday will be the garden tours, visiting six gardens
with over 700 different cultivars of convention irises on display. (If you wish to ONLY do the garden tours, the
cost is $175 and includes bus, lunch, and convention booklet.) The convention will
conclude with the Awards Banquet Saturday night.
The Convention Committee is soliciting donations for the Silent Auction at the
AIS Convention. This is always a favorite of attendees, with lots of amazing
treasures to be bid on, especially iris-related. It can be any treasure you find
around your house or storage, from iris clothing, placemats, dishes, to old iris
books & paintings. Send your contribution items via UPS and USPS to: AIS
Silent Auction, c/o Debbie Frazier, 3812 Yellowstone Dr., Las Cruces NM 88011.
It would be helpful if you would email a list of items being donated to Debbie
at cpacando@cnsp.net.
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Cactus and Succulent Society of New Mexico
They say that every
dark cloud has a silver
lining. Well the silver
lining of the pandemic
dark cloud for the
Cactus and Succulent
Society of New Mexico
(CSSNM) has been the
ability to engage
speakers from all over
the country, and even
the world with the use of Zoom. And by having the
presentations via Zoom has allowed us to record
them and make them available, with permission from
the speaker, for a period of time through our website.
This has greatly expanded our educational outreach.
Our initial presentation from a foreign country was
about Haworthias and the succulents that grow with
them by Jakub Jilemicky from Prague, Czechia.
During the past year we’ve learned about a Colorado
resident’s “Cold Tolerant Succulent Life,” and a recent
Italian movement to grow cacti and succulents in a
wild style. We learned about cacti of West Texas,
many of which can be grown in Albuquerque, as well
as how a member’s beautiful landscape was built.
More recently we’ve had programs on Cacti and
Succulents of New Mexico, Growing Mesembs
Outdoors in New Mexico, Cacti of Brazil, and in
November, Growing Cacti and Succulents on
Vancouver Island, BC. Some of these programs may
still be viewed by accessing them from our website.
The information sharing has not just been one-way.
Some of our members have not only provided some
of the presentations listed above to our Society, but
have been engaged as speakers by other
organizations. Some requests have been accepted
and are scheduled for the new year. Current
information can always be found on our website at
www.new-mexico.cactus-society.org. Many
possibilities for exciting new programs await us in
2022.
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If you’ve visited our website, you’ve likely viewed the
many beautiful cactus flower pictures provided by Sig
Lodwig. New ones are added periodically, so always
worth another look. Certainly the flowers are one of
the many reasons CSSNM members love these plants.
A service we’ve been able to perform is to find new
homes for plants that their owners can no longer care
for. We recently helped relocate some very large
landscape plants in the Albuquerque area, because
the owner needed to make some changes to her
property, but couldn’t bear to see the plants
destroyed.New homes were found and the owner was
happy.
In April 2021, CSSNM made the difficult decision to
cancel our usual Show and Sale in an abundance of
caution. Rather we chose a one-day sale in the
Garden Center parking lot, and limited our vendors to
local ones. It was a resounding success with all of our
vendors virtually selling out. Although the lines were
long, our dedicated members attempted to make our
customers as comfortable as possible by passing out
water and setting up tables for their purchases and
chairs to take short breaks. We remain optimistic that
we will be able to return to our normal two-day event
in April 2022. Mark your calendars
We unfortunately had to cancel our Labor Day
weekend exhibition at the Botanic Garden in 2021, but
have signed an agreement to have one in 2022.We will
soon begin planning for next Labor Day weekend and
anticipate a successful 2022 Exhibition.

dd
MargaretTo
President
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High Desert Design Club
2021 was another rough year,
however, High Desert designers
stepped up to the plate in an
amazing way despite the Covid
virus.
Several members won top awards
at the NM State Fair, we worked
hard in the kitchen and demoed
chili ristras for the Harvest fair.
We had a big finish again in the
kitchen at the Holiday Fair. We put on our Santa Hats
and prepared food and baked goods for vendors,
staff and our community. We received many
accolades for wonderful food and cheerful service.
Several members also helped prepare the beautiful
centerpieces that were sold at the Holiday Fair. A few
of our members will participate in the “Wreaths
Across America” program, laying wreaths at the
National Cemetery in Santa Fe on 12/18 at 10:00 a.m.
Two major events that also occurred during that time,
were two new members and High Desert sponsored
the Focus program with UNM to benefit the CDD Early
Intervention Fund. This put a coat and a book in the
hands of many children in need.
We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month in the
Pinon Room at 1:00 p.m. You will hear laughter and
see beautiful designs if passing by. Visitors are
welcome. Included here are pictures of some of our
activities. God Bless America.

Respectfully Submitted
Shirley Tetreault – High Desert DC President
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Ikebana Albuquerque
Ikebana Albuquerque had two
wonderful events that we participated in this fall. Aki Matsuri,
the Japanese Fall Festival, took
place at the Veteran Memorial
Park hosted by the New Mexico
Japanese American Citizen
League (NMJACL) Ikebana
Albuquerque was honored to
present an arrangement for the
festival and also to raise money
for the NMJACL through sales
of Craig Nakagawa’s artwork.

Continuing the fall theme, Ikebana Albuquerque
presented an exhibit of 15 ikebana arrangements for
the Albuquerque Biopark’s
Harvest Festival. This was
a two-day event and we
had over 600 people visit
our exhibit both of the
days!

Thank you to all our Ikebana Albuquerque club
members for your participation and hard work to
make these events such a success!
Tiffany Nakagawa
Ikebana Albuquerque Club President 2021-22
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NM Mycological Society

Petal Pushers

The New Mexico Mycological Society had a very
informative meeting in October on mushroom
cultivation. Led by experienced members David
Augustyniak and Chris Kerns, we learned about the
types of mushrooms that can be grown by amateur
cultivators as well as the variety of equipment and
spaces that professional cultivators rely on to
produce mushrooms and mushroom products that
they sell commercially.

We have had a busy and fun
filled fall! And looking forward
to the Christmas Season!
In October we learned from
Suzy Andrego how to make a
Kokedoma Ball.

Then we moved outside to prepare our own bags of
oyster-mushroom inoculated straw and cardboard.
Everyone left with at least two bags with the potential
to produce up to three flushes of mushrooms.

MYCELIUM GROWING NICELY

FIRST BIG FLUSH REMOVED
AND CONSUMED!
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Two members, Viola Johnston
and Ginny Longbotham attended
the Fall Board in Las Cruces and
learned all about Chili Plants.
Petal Pushers did well in the award
categories which were given out
by our President, Christine
Longthorp.

The next month,
found us making
Funkin Pumpkins for
our fall decorations
at home. We also
met to make
blankets for the
Linus Project. Lots
of fun conversation
and catching up
while working on our blankets.
Coming up we will learn all about Daylilies from Debi
Harrington and then in December we will enjoy a fun
filled luncheon at MiMi’s.
Anyone who can will bring a donated need item for
Barret House.
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Valley Garden Club
Club Motto: “Conserve that thy descendants may have abundance forever”
Valley Gardeners has thirty-seven members that includes fourteen Flower Show
Judges and ten master gardeners. We meet on the second Thursday of most months at
7:00 pm -Los Griegos Health and Sciences Center 1231 Candelaria NW
Guests are welcome!

Members have been volunteering for Council events including the garden shop, library, garden tour, State Fair
flower shows, harvest fair and holiday fair.
It was fun to be back together in person at our October and November meetings. October was a busy month
starting with the District I meeting and lunch. Valley had eleven members attend. Our October meeting was a
“spooky spiders” presentation given by Jennifer Moreno. Jennifer debunked some myths about spiders and led a
workshop where members made spiders out of tootsie pops, pipe cleaners and beads. It was a relaxing activity
and it gave members the opportunity to visit and create something fun.
We had eight members attend the Fall Board Conference in Las
Cruces and we all came home with lots of inspiration. Valley won
First Place Standard of Excellence, Class III. Debra Sorrell won the
silver medallion and Dorothy Duff won member of the year. Great
job ladies, congratulations! Visiting the Chili Pepper Institute was
informative and a real treat. Chilis of every size, shape, color and
scoville units.
Most recently, Bonnie McLain led the group as we made flower
arrangements in pumpkins.

We plan to meet for a December social but prior to that
meeting we will be grooming houseplants to give to
residents at Saranam House a program that provides
housing and social support to previously homeless
families. Members will be making centerpieces and
volunteering at the upcoming holiday fair. We are
looking forward to a Christmas social in December and
the upcoming programs that we have scheduled for
2022. We wish you a happy and safe holiday season.

Respectfully submitted,
DOROTHY DUFF AND GIGI ZACHARIAS
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Xeric Garden Club
The Xeric Garden Club of Albuquerque will host George Miller Saturday, January 8th at 10 AM at the Garden
Center speaking on Creating Pollinator Friendly Landscapes (Gardening in Times of Climate Change, Water Crisis,
Polar Vortexes, Pandemics, and the Sixth Extinction)
The massive worldwide loss of insect populations has created a modern “Insect “Apocalypse.” The collapse of the
foundation of the food chain pyramid is destabilizing ecosystems from farmlands to rainforests. In the last 30
years monarch butterfly populations have plunged 90%, for a loss of 900 million in North America. By turning our
yards into pollinator-friendly landscapes, we can restore part of the habitat lost by urban development. The key
is choosing native plants that provide three-seasons of food, shelter, and nesting for butterflies, bees, and birds.
With pollinators, it’s true that “Build it and they will come.”
George will be signing his new book Native Plant Gardening for Birds, Bees & Butterflies: Southwest after his
presentation.
Dara Saville will be our speaker at 10 AM Saturday, February 12th The Ecology of Herbal Medicine
Join author, herbalist, and geographer Dara Saville for this discussion on some of our region's most famous
medicinal plants. We'll explore iconic landscapes, key medicinal plants from those places, and species responses
to environmental change. We will also look at what we can learn
about medicinal uses of these plants as they play healing and
balancing roles in their ecosystems and in our bodies.

DARA SEVILLE, OUR FEBRUARY 12TH SPEAKER

Our Xeric Saturday, March 12th event at 10 AM will present Gail Haggard Changes to Home Gardens - Present and
Future Changing gardens and mindsets with the drought, and offering pollinators food for their caterpillar and
flying forms.
We invite the public to all three of these free educational events at the Garden Center. Please join us!
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Class is limited
REGISTER TODAY!

For credit card payment:
call the Garden Center at 505-296-6020
For check or credit card via US mail:
print/download a form at:
https://link.abqgardencenter.org/FDC2022
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The Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs, Inc.
COUNCIL:
Council President - Regina Hampton
First Vice President - Beth Herschman
Second Vice President - Teresa Edens
Recording Secretary - Dianne Cress
Treasurer - Marcia Finical
Corresponding Secretary - Amy Howard
Assistant Treasurer - Jewel Cutter
Director - Ginny Longbotham
Director - Shirley Tetreault
Director - Mary Ann Moerno
Parliamentarian - Carl Soderberg
Archivist - Sarah Bianco
STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRS:
Budget & Finance - Beth Herschman
Building Maintenance - Ginny Longbotham
Bylaws - Carl Soderberg
Beth Herschman
Council Flower Show - Sarah Bianco
Dorothy Duff
Educational Programs & Workshops
Shirley Tetreault
Facebook - Matthew Ryan Morrell
Garden Guardians - Kathy Burnett
Janet Herbst
Garden Shop Manager - Regina Hampton
Garden Tour - Beth Herschman
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STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRS (con't):
Grounds - Teresa Edens
Harvest Fair – Unassigned
Holiday Fair Centerpiece Workshop
Teresa Edens
Holiday Fair - Janet Dooley
Instagram - Kate Li
Library - Jill Hartman
Long Range & Strategic Committee
Beth Herschman
Publicity - Janet Dooley
Frances Robertson
Kate Li
Rummage Sale - Regina Hampton
Save the Beauty Day - Shirley Tetreault
Spring Plant & Garden Fair Teresa Edens
Regina Hampton
Kathy Clough
State Fair Flower Show - Mary Noskin
Irene Kersting
Trudi Meyer
Ways & Means Committee -Teresa Edens
STAFF:
Office Manager – Christopher Woodside
Gardener - Mari Franco
Custodian - Keith Mead
Building Maintenance – Unassigned
Shop/Office Backup – Gina Thoma
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