Autumn Edition • September 2022

President's Message
Regina Hampton - 2022 Council President
Hello to all the gardeners, floral designers and flower admirers. IT’S FALL!! This has
to be the best season of the entire year. We start planning for the holidays,
enjoying the cooler weather, roasting green chilies, and thinking about good oldfashioned comfort food. I especially love the autumn air, the thought of kids
running through the streets at Halloween and the big expectations for Thanksgiving
Day. It can’t get any better than this.
AND…it’s State Fair time! I must honestly say that other than the annual Garden
Tour, this event is the most important event that the Council hosts. Not only do we
see the teamwork and camaraderie between Master Gardeners and Council, but we
also see the excitement and wonder that fairgoers experience when they come into
the Flower Building. Each flower show throughout the Fair is carefully orchestrated
so that not only is it a horticultural experience, it is a fun, educational show for the
community. This is what our mission is all about! A giant THANK YOU! for all of those
involved in making this a grand event.
I hope many of you will have the opportunity to attend the Fair. If you have never
tried the green chile corn dogs, you must. They are just across the street from the
Flower Building. And don’t forget to grab a slice of pie from Asbury Pie Cafe. I
personally assisted in making many of the green chili apple and most of the
rhubarb combos.
See you at the Fair!!
Regina
“I notice that Autumn is more
the season of the soul than
of nature.”
--Friedrich Nietzsche

Member Organizations
ALBUQUERQUE AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB
Sharon Shannon ~ 505-865-0171

ALBUQUERQUE AREA MASTER
GARDENERS
Mary Donato ~ 505-228-7162

ALBUQUERQUE ARIL & IRIS SOCIETY
Eva Barry ~ 505-350-0382

ALBUQUERQUE DAYLILY SOCIETY
Amy Howard ~ 505-250-2318

ALBUQUERQUE ROSE SOCIETY
Beth Baker ~ 505-238-9277

NEW MEXICO MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Jan Bandrofchak ~ 505-265-4449

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF
NEW MEXICO
Matthew-Ryan Morrell ~ 505-917-9597

HIGH DESERT DESIGN CLUB

Shirley Tetreault ~ 505-294-4331

IKEBANA INTERNATIONAL

Tiffany Nakagawa ~ 806-438-6023

NEW MEXICO DAHLIA SOCIETY
Jim Lohkamp ~ 505-821-5757

NEW MEXICO ORCHID GUILD
Keith Mead ~ 505-379-6786

PETAL PUSHERS GARDEN CLUB
Ginny Longbotham ~ 505-280-2660

UPTOWN GARDEN CLUB

Steven Hong-Elder ~ 402-319-2743

VALLEY GARDENERS

Gigi Zacharias ~ 505-293-0839
Dorothy Duff ~ 505-281-5165

XERIC GARDEN CLUB

Deborah Vogel ~ 478-361-7274

AFFILIATES:
New Mexico Garden Clubs
---Christine Longthrop
NM Garden Clubs Judges Council
---Suzy Andrego
District 1 NM Garden Clubs
---Sonia James
District 1 NM Garden Clubs Judges Council
---Debi Harrington
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Cactus & Succulent Society of New Mexico
After our Covid hiatus and Zoom meetings,
it was a joy to return to the Albuquerque
BioPark Botanic Garden over Labor Day
weekend for our annual Exhibit and
Educational event. And we weren't the only
ones who were happy to be out and about.
An estimated 1200 people came through the
exhibit over a two-day period!
A steady flow of children (and their parents
and some stray adults not accompanied by
children) stopped by our Kactus Kidz
activities to play a game, test their
knowledge, and receive a prize. In this
image by member Penny Hoe, President
Matthew-Ryan helps some children decide
which game to play. Stickers and about 200
small plants flew out the door in the hands
of the happy participants. And, from our perspective, better yet - they all learned something and developed an
interest in cacti and succulents.
There were plenty of activities for
adults also. Gary and Penny Hoe
presented their ever-popular
workshop on the edible prickly
pear. It's not too late if you missed
the demonstration: recipes may be
found on the CSSNM website:
https://www.new-mexico.cactussociety.org/pdocs/index.html.
Ralph Peters bravely tackled a live
demonstration on potting and
repotting cacti. And "Obie"
Oberhausen brought down a small
collection of opuntiods from Santa
Fe to talk about building cactus
gardens. If you're not familiar with
his work on the endangered Santa
Fe Cholla, you might want to check
out his website: https://sites.google.com/site/cactusrescueproject/home.
For those who preferred to walk around and learn at their own pace, the exhibits
included information on the plants. Many of the plants being displayed had won
awards at the April Show and Sale. Although they were no longer in bloom, their
owners displayed them with photographs of them in full bloom, along with the
ribbons the plants had won.
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Cactus & Succulent Society of New Mexico - cont'd
CSSNM members were available throughout the room to answer
questions. With so much going on, you'd think we must have had
about 100 members helping. Not the case. Thanks to hard work
and good organization throughout the year and a group that has
been doing this for many years, about twenty people set it all up,
staged the plants (which they brought in), cheerfully answered
questions for hours on end, and took it all down quickly and
efficiently on Sunday afternoon.
If you missed it this year, you won't want to miss it next year. We
plan on being at the BioPark Labor Day weekend 2023. It's never
too soon to put it on your calendar. And if you can't wait, you
won't want to miss our Show and Sale at the Garden Center in
April.
Learn more about cacti and succulents, our society, and our
events at our website:
https://www.new-mexico.cactus-society.org/
Ask your cactus questions and see some beautiful photos of
cactus flowers at our very active facebook page.
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Albuquerque Daylily Society
Happy Fall, Y’all from the Albuquerque Daylily Society! We’ve had an eventful summer with two
member garden tours, a wonderful presentation by renowned hybridizer Bill Maryott, and a
successful return to exhibition life with our first show since 2018. The rains have made our
gardens and weeds quite happy as well!
This Fall, we will have an info table set up at the State Fair Flower Building on September 9th
and will be participating in the ABQ Garden Council Harvest Fair on September 23rd and 24th,
9am-4pm with a selection of home dug, hardy plants. Come early for the best selection!
Our club events are starting to wind down for the year, but we’re ending on a high note- our
virtual meeting in September will feature cutting edge daylily hybridizer Rich Howard, whose
work is blazing new paths in daylily genetics and trends. Our October meeting will recap the
year with a member garden / National Convention slideshow and potluck. Join us - We’d love to
have you! http://www.albuquerquedaylilysociety.org/join-us/

Daylily ‘Explosion In The Paint Factory’, Rich Howard 2014

Amy Howard

President
hemiaym@gmail.com
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Library Book Club
Reading @ the Garden Center, A Botanical Book Club
Our June movie for our potluck was A Little Chaos. Long on romance and a bit short on horticulture, the
photography was excellent. The garden, designed for Louis XIV by the famous landscape architect Andre LeNotre,
is, in fact, real. But the story of how it came to be as recounted in the movie is not. I was thinking - just imagine
being able to film AT Versailles. But real though the gardens looked, they were actually gardens in the UK. Which
was a pretty impressive feat in itself.
Our December movie will be Greenfingers. A British comedy loosely based on a true story, a group of prisoners
(think murderers, etc) in a minimum-security prison end up submitting a garden to the prestigious Hampton Court
Flower Show. It's probably not a spoiler to say that romance (and laughter) abound. Although there were moments
I cried also. Of course, I cry pretty easily at movies. Come join us and decide for yourself.
Titles through the end of the
year are:
September 12: Fruits from the
Sands, Robert N Spangler, III
(from “The Legumes")
October 3: Cumin, Camels, and
Caravans, Gary Paul Nabhan
November 7: The Botanist and
the Vinter, Christy Campbell
December 5: movie and
potluck – Greenfingers
This summer we have been
reading about the travels of
food through the Americas
(Gardens of New Spain) and
along the Spice Route and
back and forth between the
Old World and the New.
In November we'll focus in on France and the wine industry. Coddled though they are, grapes are no strangers to
disease, disaster, and death. According to the publisher: "Gripping and intoxicating, The Botanist and the Vintner
brings to life one of the most significant, though little-known, events in the history of wine."
Our monthly meetings are free and open to the public. While reading the books is encouraged, you don't need to
have read them to participate in our first Monday discussions. Several people use the discussions to decide if they
want to read the books in the future. That's fine, too. It's a great opportunity to spend some time with other
people who enjoy reading and love plants.
To see our upcoming titles as well as past titles (some with summaries), go to our website:
http://www.margaretmenache.com/?page_id=835 Our 2023 selections should be posted there soon!
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NM Mycological Society
The New Mexico Mycological Society has taken advantage of the monsoon rains by getting out into the mountains
and looking for mushrooms. Because of the abundance of moisture, it has been a very fruitful summer (pun
intended)!
We recently held our annual Foray in Taos with 80 attendees and two visiting mycologists. Both Britt Bunyard and
Jay Justice offered talks and workshops to us learn more about the amazing world of fungi. We also fanned out
into the mountains to collect mushrooms in a variety of areas and came back with more than 100 different species
of mushrooms. Several were very unusual or are not seen in New Mexico every year.

Our next meeting at the AGC will be on Sunday, October 9 from 2 – 4
pm. Chris Kerns and David Augustyniak will talk about the different
techniques for mushroom cultivation by both home and professional
growers. There will be a hands-on demonstration of oyster mushroom
cultivation and the attendees can take home a bag of mushroom
spawn and straw to experiment with growing their own oyster
mushrooms.
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Petal Pushers
June found the Petal Pushers traveling to Santa
Fe for a great tour of the Randall Davey
Audubon Center. After an awesome talk by
Docent Tom Taylor on Hummingbirds. After that
a delicious picnic lunch was provided by Debi
Harrington and we ended our day by touring
the Davey home. It was a very beautiful day
and something none of us had ever done
before. We also were visited by three deer who
hung around. The Audubon also has a seed
sharing shed and a wonderful playground.
July, we had an Ice Cream social, complete with
Root Beer Floats, Ice Cream Sundaes, and for
heathy purposes, a Mediterranean Salad. Mary
Frances Santistevan hosted and it was the best
time for a hot summer day in July. We even had
a record player with old 50’s and 60’s records.
Viola Johnston would’ve won the contest for
best dressed in her Poodle Skirt and Saddle
Oxfords. Tables were set with faux soda
fountain drinks made by Mary Frances.
We all look forward to the fall events, Harvest
Fair, State Fair, and Dahalia Fair. We’ll be there!
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Valley Gardeners
We meet at 7:00pm the second Thursday of most months. Los Griegos Health
and Sciences Center 1231 Candelaria NW
Guests are welcome!
Valley Gardeners has thirty-seven members that includes fourteen Flower Show Judges and ten master
gardeners.
Wes Brittenham, Director of Horticulture at Los Poblanos gave a presentation at our April meeting. Wes is known
by many of us for his naturalistic approach to gardening. He likes to bring wildlife into the garden and shared
some amazing photos from his home. Wes also discussed landscape designs on which he has collaborated and
Wes really knows his plants. A good reminder that we all need to be familiar with botanical names.
We met at the Albuquerque Garden Center in May and Mary Ann Moreno installed the new officers. We enjoyed a
potluck dinner and toured the gardens.
We began our summer with an outing to the botanic garden in Albuquerque. Steven Hong Elder volunteers at the
garden and he took the group on a tour. We received information that you do not get with a self-guided walk
through the garden. It was interesting and fun. After the tour, we enjoyed a picnic lunch in the grass area. It was
hot but an informative and enjoyable day.
In July, Kristen Thompson shared her knowledge of pollinators. Kristen is passionate about our pollinators and
the important role they play. She gave us plenty of ideas on how to help pollinators of all types.
Members are busy getting ready for the State Fair. We will have entries in horticulture and design and many of
our members volunteer. We hope to see you at the fair!

Club Motto:
“Conserve that thy descendants may
have abundance forever”
Respectfully submitted,
DOROTHY DUFF AND GIGI ZACHARIAS
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The Council of Albuquerque Garden Clubs
COUNCIL:
President - Regina Hampton
First Vice President - Beth Herschman
Second Vice President - Teresa Edens
Recording Secretary - Dianne Cress
Treasurer - Marcia Finical
Corresponding Secretary - Amy Howard
Assistant Treasurer - Jewel Cutter
Director - Ginny Longbotham
Director - Shirley Tetreault
Director - Mary Ann Moerno
Parliamentarian - currently unfilled
Archivist - Sarah Bianco

STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRS (con't):
Grounds - Teresa Edens
Harvest Fair – Regina Hampton
Colleen Herman
Holiday Fair Centerpiece Workshop
Teresa Edens
Holiday Fair - Janet Dooley
Instagram - Kate Li
Library - Jill Hartman
Long Range & Strategic Committee
Beth Herschman
Publicity - Janet Dooley
Frances Robertson
Matthew-Ryan Morrell
STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRS:
Christopher Woodside
Budget & Finance - Beth Herschman
Kate Li
Building Maintenance - Ginny Longbotham Rummage Sale - Regina Hampton
Bylaws - Beth Herschman
Share the Beauty - Shirley Tetreault
Council Flower Show - Katleen Flanders
Spring Plant Sale - Teresa Edens
Educational Programs & Workshops
Regina Hampton
Shirley Tetreault
Kathy Clough
Facebook - Matthew-Ryan Morrell
State Fair Flower Show - Mary Noskin
Garden Guardians - Kathy Burnett
Julie Moss
Janet Herbst
Ways & Means Committee -Teresa Edens
Garden Shop Manager - Regina Hampton
Garden Tour - Beth Herschman
STAFF:
Executive Assistant – Christopher Woodside
Gardener - Mari Franco
Custodian - Keith Mead
Building Maintenance – Rick Morris
Rob Morris
Shop – Gina Thoma
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